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READ WRITE NOW PROGRAM 

1543. Hon ALAN CADBY to the minister representing the Minister for Training: 
(1) How many volunteers are involved in the teaching of the Read Write Now program? 

(2) How many students were involved in the program - 

(i) last year; 

(ii) this year? 

(3) Is it funded by the Department of Training? 

(i) If yes, how much is provided and how is the money spent; 

(ii) if no, how is it funded and how much does the program receive? 

(4) Who is the target audience of the program and what are the expected major outcomes? 

(5) What is the life of the Read Write Now program? 

Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS replied: 
(1) 900 to 1 000 volunteers at any time. 

(2) (i) 1 058 for the 2000 calendar year; 

(ii) 1 160 for the 2000 calendar year. 

(3) (i) Yes; $163 820 was provided by the Department of Training for 2002, the larger part of it from 
a commonwealth special purpose grant to the State for literacy and numeracy.  The budget 
funds a central coordination and support function hosted by the Midland College of TAFE.  
The unit’s staff recruit, train and support the volunteers and provide resources for volunteers to 
use with students; 

(ii) Not applicable. 

(4) The volunteer tutor service provided by the Read Write Now program is primarily a community-based 
service for people unable or unwilling to access educational services in more formal institution-based 
settings.  The volunteers assist students to gain skills to meet needs identified by the students 
themselves.  This service was provided by trained volunteers through 23 regional groups in 2001.  The 
major outcome is that the community members who prefer a one-to-one confidential service can 
achieve literacy skills that will improve their access to other services. 

(5) Funding for this program is provided on an annual basis subject to continued commonwealth funding.  
The program is expected to be ongoing. 

 


